The Living Room Gallery Presents: 

Jack Davidson

Let Your Light In (Babe)

Gouaches

Opening reception Wednesday, May 19th, 6-8

 Like love, the experience of looking one has when standing before a painting is outside the lexicon, separate from the experience of language. Color doesn’t translate, it defies description. Jack Davidson’s paintings inhabit the spot where language ends. When you’re in front of the work, it’s neither about thought, nor thought through.

Colors meet at the edges of forms, which are the edges of other colors, attaining a velvety physicality that is Davidson’s trademark. From a formal point of view the presence of the material is important, in particular the dry surface. Gouache, a powdery pigment mixed with binder, contains additional inert white pigmentsuch as chalk, which varies  the colors through chemical reactions. The particles of pigment are larger, the ratio of pigment to water is much higher, heavier and more opaque, with greater reflective qualities than watercolor. Content comes from the intrinsic properties of the heavily applied gouache.

As Davidson lets the paint pile up, texture is achieved through necessity- flakes and cracks brought about by reworking and covering over. Content also comes from process, in a similar way to Parisian painters of the 1960’s like Simon Hantaï who considered technique to be content. 

“In that the content is to a certain extent defined by the limits of the technique - limits both of the medium and the artist.”

“That car may happen to be bright yellow, but no more than that bright yellow may happen to be a car.”

Davidson’s subject matter comes from the external world. Like other abstract painters he works from real world stimuli” and identifiable references/sources.’ "An earlier version of the blue and pink interlocking piece was blue and orange, inspired by the Holland national football team colors.” Holland and football have nothing to do with the work – the colors next to each other spoke to him.

"To fall into color is to run out of words. "

Jack Davidson recent exhibitions: 

Pulliam Gallery, Portland Oregon (three-person show with Laurie Reid and John Zurier) July 2010, "no sign of heaven here" - Galeria Fidel Balaguer, Barcelona 2009, 

"another time in another room" – The Living Room Gallery 2008.

For further information: roseburlingham.com, 646-229 0998, open by appointment

Sources: Chromophobia, David Batchelor, 2000, pg. 85, Joe Fyfe on Simon Hantai, Artnet April 2010, conversation with Jack Davidson, David Batchelor, pgs. 95, 71

